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IX Mafla hoods, their pinky rings glistening,
stare long, hard and questioningly at artist

Tom Christopher,

What they see s a sure-footed Texan, resplendent in
i 1kgallon hat, who is there (o make a deal for his

millionaire father — a erook like them
the bootleg perfume action,

for & slice of

Christopher ks shewn counterfeit Chanel and Lancome
in & secrat New Jersey factory and given the run-down

on how i1 is
packaged.

One honcha, the boas of
the operation, pushes his
malaFa 16 within an Inch of
Christopher's chesek and
growis &t Bl “We can .
duce 1. A nickel o botthbe, [
o4 Lhe formulns.

Christopher is dodng whai
he cam not (o ahake in his
slze 12 alligator boots. He
frels that the goons can ses
himi Tor what e (8,

Fuor, far from belng a fel-
low erock fram south of the
Mason-Dixon, Christopher
la an artist on sssignment
from WBC to take in as
many details of the crooked
cperatlon as posaible and
provide drawings when he
et aut

Fortunately, b doss

‘That episode, hkowever,
algmaled the end ol the un-
ofthodox  part of Tom
Christopher's art caresr.

“I remember thinking 1
mual need money real bad
to do thia® he asays "I
couldn't aleep for bwo days
after”

made sl

‘Dangerous
New York’
paintings
make killing

Christopher  still painta
and drawas, bul has fewer
EGREY WworTies now.

He's turned his experi-
ente of 15 years of lAving in
Mew York's edgy sublerra-
nesn tension inlo paintings
that sre selling lke geeen-
ten Lo coeama to Japanese
[ana.

Christopher paints ihe
ey a3 weé Know B —
ltrﬂthin% Laxl-cabs,
speeding blke measengers
and threalening presences
lurking in shadows.

“The Japamness think the

city is the moal dangercus
Mace in the universs and

,l.

STROKES OF GEMIWS: Artist Tom Christopher shows off an example of his
il feck el painfings thal depict the franie nafure of Mew Fork Oy,

thoy want a plece,” he says.
“I didm't understand thakr
peroeplion of us until T went
to Japan and they were aak:
Ing me if people walled
arcund with sidearma and
ate rattlesnake and alliga-
tor. Thoy wani to kear it
wis dangercus.”
Chrisfopher, o clasaically
tralned paimtee who aslu-
ally cornes from California,
doean't bend New York inta
a downkown Sodom and Go-
miorrah. Bul he does at
t!mFL ta plek up on the
city's frenzy and danger in
exprossionistic, oddly an
gled and glaringly 1
sirectacapes.  FPrice tags
eange fram §3,000 to $10,000
His years as o court artiat,
working for NBC, People
magaring and the Wall

Sirest Journal wired him
ug 1o the city s inlensily and
randam violence, he says.

“I covered the "Phantom
of the Opara” cass whises tha
guy. Cralg Crimmina, tried
Lo rape |4 woman| and when
ke falled tcesed her down
the elevator shaft In the
Mel,” he remembara,

“Then there was Lhe head-
mistreas, Jean Harrls, who
shat the diel dostor, Thes,
let’s see, Lee Marvin's dl-
worce, Mark David Chape
man akooling John Lannon,
coo 0 KRow, iU AR insane
eity.”

Christopher has  jus
opervesd  hia secomd one-
man show al the Japanese
awned Tamenags CGallery
op Madison Avenge al TéLh
Sreel. where Il runs until

Mav. I Then he's off to Hong
Kong for a abow of local
strestacapea he painted
thare during the summer.
He believes that his Asian
patrons, especlally the Jap-
nnese, eoming as they do
froTms A Sore I.‘Hﬁ mented =3
ciety, wanl his paintings be:
cause they want a danger:
cus-looking plece of New
Tork hanging in their To-
kyo apariment. It says to
them they ve been hére and
Bave lved Lo tell the tale
*“This clty breaks all the
rulea for them.” heé Bays
“They're a gracious and
wonderful people buf very
eomllngd, Hara, hay [eal
they can do what they
lense an bong e it's begal
r Western world is their
Wil Wiesl™




